INTRODUCTION

This bulletin contains statistics on fires and other emergency incidents dealt with by local authority fire brigades during 2006 as well as details of fire fatalities in 2006.  The information is compiled from returns supplied by fire authorities and is presented in both tabular and chart format.  Some key statistics extracted from the tables and 

charts are given on pages 3 and 4.

The fire service is provided at local level by thirty-seven fire authorities and the statutory bodies charged with providing fire services, are listed on page 26.  As Dublin City Council provides fire services for Fingal, South Dublin and Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown County Councils, and Galway County Council provides fire services for Galway City Council, returns are only supplied by Dublin City Council and Galway County Council, respectively.  Therefore, a total of 33 returns were received from fire authorities.

In 2006, the 37 fire authorities maintained 230 fire brigades.  A brigade consists of a fire station/post, appliance(s), equipment, and most importantly the crew, comprising officers and firefighters.  These fire brigades provide a well-distributed infrastructure and in 2006 responded to 57,187 emergency calls, including fires, road traffic accidents and other rescues. The list of fire stations for 2006 is detailed on page 27.

The day to day running costs of the fire service is funded by fire authorities with assistance from the Local Government Fund. Details of the current cost for 2006 are given in the table on page 13 and for previous years in the table on page 14. 

The Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government provides capital grants to fire authorities to assist them with the provision of new and refurbished fire stations, appliances and other equipment including a regional mobilisation and communications network. In 2006, capital grants provided amounted to €19.86 million.  A breakdown of the amounts paid to each fire authority is given on page 28.

There is considerable emphasis on fire safety and fire prevention activity, under an expanding range of headings. Statistics on local authority fire prevention activities during 2006, also compiled on returns supplied by fire authorities, are given on pages 31 to 34.
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KEY STATISTICS

Fire Fatalities 2005 and 2006

Information provided by fire authorities indicate that :

· In 2006, 42 people died from fires (attended by fire brigades) compared to 41 in 2005.

· In 2006, 31% of the fatalities were female ; 69% were male.

· In 2006, 39 out of 42 fire deaths occurred in the home compared to 38 out of 41 in 2005. Of the other 3 fatalities, 1 involved an outdoor situation and 2 involved a motor vehicle.

· In 2006, information was generally collected on the presence of smoke alarms in premises where fatalities occurred.  In 2006, 42 people died in fires involving 36 premises, and in 12 of these premises, smoke alarms were only known to be present and working in 8 cases only.  

· In 2006, 33% of the 42 fatalities were 65 years of age and over.  In this age category 50% were female; 50% were male.

· In 2006, 28% of the 44 fatalities were aged between 45 and 64. 25% of the fatalities in this age category were female; 75% were male.

· In 2006, 33% of the 42 fatalities were aged between 25 and 44.  In this age category 14% were female; 86% were male.

General Statistics on Fire Fatalities

For the period 1997 to 2006, the following statistics are noted :

(
A total of 448 people died from fires (attended by fire brigades).

(
38% of the deaths occurred during the winter months (November to January) while 19% occurred during the summer months (May to July).

(
61% of the deaths occurred during the night-time period (after 8 p.m. and before 8 a.m.) while 39% occurred during the day-time period (after 8 a.m. and before 8 p.m.).

Other Statistics for 2006

Information provided by fire authorities indicate that in 2006: 

· Fire brigades attended 57,226 incidents in 2006 compared to 53,567 incidents in 2005. 

· A total of 6,685 false alarm calls were received by fire authorities (representing 12% of incidents attended). 2,094 (31%) false alarm calls were malicious. It is a summary offence under Section 30 of the Fire Services Act, 1981 to knowingly give or cause to be given a false alarm to a fire brigade maintained by a fire authority. 
· Fire brigades attended 33,460 fires (9.5% more than in 2005).

· 9,394 fires were in domestic premises (including mobile homes and caravans) (2.5% more than in 2005).

· Of the 9,394 fires in domestic premises, 5,695 were chimney fires (2.8% more than in 2005).

· 2,705 fires attended by fire brigades were in non-domestic buildings (2.73% more than in 2005).

· Fire brigades attended 6,563 road traffic accidents.

