Fire Service Statistics Bulletin 2002

[image: image1.png]glElE
AN ROINN COMHSHAOIL, OIDHREACHTA AGUS RIALTAIS AITIUIL

DEPARTMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENT, HERITAGE
AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT





Fire Service Statistics Bulletin 2002

(incorporating data on fatalities for 2003 and previous years)  

Copies of this document can be obtained free of charge from : 

Fire Services and Emergency Planning Section,

Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government,

Custom House,

Dublin 1.

Telephone Number : 
01 - 8882382 / 8882387

Fax Number :

01 - 8882645

Information shown in this document can be downloaded from our website www.environ.ie 

Contents

	
	Page

	Introduction
	1

	Key Statistics
	3

	2003 Fatalities (Table)
	5

	2002 Fatalities (Table)
	6

	Presence of Smoke Alarms in Fatal Fires Attended by Fire Brigades in 2003 (Table and Chart)
	8

	Number of Fatalities in the period 1994 to 2003 (Chart)
	9

	Number of Fatalities By Time of Day (1994 - 2003) (Chart)
	10

	% of Fatalities By Time of Day (1994 - 2003) (Chart)
	10

	Number of Fatalities By Season (1994 - 2003) (Chart)
	10

	Number of Fatalities By Time of Day (1994 – 2003) (Table)
	11

	Number of Fatalities By Season (1994 – 2003) (Table)
	11

	2003 Fatalities By Gender, Location, Age, Age and Gender (Chart)
	12

	Number of Fatalities in each Fire Authority in the period 1994 - 2003 (Chart)
	13

	Current Cost of the Fire Service 2001 (Table)
	14

	Current Cost of the Fire Service 2002 (Table)
	15

	Fire Services Statistics 1993 to 2002 (Table)
	16

	Total Number of Fires Attended Compared to Total Number of Domestic Fires Attended by Fire Brigades in the period 1993 - 2002 (Chart)
	17

	Particulars of Fire Brigade Activities in 2002 (Table)
	18

	Location of Fires Attended by Fire Brigades in 2002 (Table)
	19

	Location of Fires Attended by Fire Brigades in 2002 (Chart)
	22

	Domestic Chimney Fires Attended by Fire Brigades in 2002 (Chart)
	23

	Causes of Fires Attended by Fire Brigades in 2002 (Table)
	24

	Causes of Fires Attended by Fire Brigades in 2002 (Chart)
	25

	Particulars of Station and Turnouts in 2002 (Table)
	26

	Number of non fire incidents (excluding ambulance calls) attended by Fire Brigades in the period 1993 to 2002 (Chart)
	27

	List of Fire Authorities (Table)
	28

	List of Fire Stations in 2002 (Table)
	29

	Fire Services Capital Grants Paid in 2002 (Table)
	30

	Fire Prevention Statistics 2001 (Table)
	31

	Fire Prevention Statistics 2002 (Table)
	35

	Fire Service Personnel as at 1 January, 2002 (Table)
	39

	Fire Service Personnel as at 1 January, 2002 By Fire Authority (Table)
	40


INTRODUCTION

This bulletin contains statistics on fires and other emergency incidents dealt with by local authority fire brigades during 2002 as well as details of fire fatalities in 2003.  The information is compiled from returns supplied by fire authorities and is presented in both tabular and chart format.  Some key statistics extracted from the tables and charts are given on pages 3 and 4.

The fire service is provided at local level by thirty seven fire authorities and the statutory bodies charged with providing fire services, are listed on page 28.  As Dublin City Council provides fire services for Fingal, South Dublin and Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown County Councils, and Galway County Council provides fire services for Galway City Council, returns are only supplied by Dublin City Council and Galway County Council, respectively.  Therefore, a total of 33 returns were received from fire authorities.

In 2002, the 37 fire authorities maintained 220 fire brigades.  A brigade consists of a fire station, appliance(s), equipment, and most importantly the crew, comprising officers and firefighters.  These fire brigades provide a well-distributed infrastructure and in 2002 responded to 53,428 emergency calls, including fires, road traffic accidents and other rescues. The list of fire stations for 2002 is detailed on page 29.

The day to day running costs of the fire service, funded by fire authorities, with assistance from the Local Government Fund, amounted to €167,732 million in 2002: details of the current cost for 2002 are given in the table on page 15 and for previous years in the table on page 16. The Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government provides capital grants to fire authorities to assist them with the provision of new and refurbished fire stations, appliances and other equipment including a regional mobilisation and communications network. In 2002, capital grants provided amounted to €18.536 million.  A breakdown of the amounts paid to each fire authority is given on page 30.

There is considerable emphasis on fire safety and fire prevention activity, under an expanding range of headings. Statistics on local authority fire prevention activities during 2002, also compiled on returns supplied by fire authorities, are given in tables on pages 35 to 38. 
This Bulletin also contains amendments to the tables listed below which featured in the 2001 Bulletin published in December, 2003:

· Current Cost of Fire Service 2001 (Page 14).

· Fire Prevention Statistics 2001 (Pages 31-34).

· Fire Service Personnel (Pages 39-40).

Fire Services and Emergency Planning Section

June 2004

KEY STATISTICS

Fire Fatalities 2002 and 2003

Information provided by fire authorities indicate that :

· In 2003, 34 people died from fires (attended by fire brigades) compared to 48 in 2002.

· In 2003, 38% of the fatalities were female ; 62% were male.

· In 2003, 30 out of 34 fire deaths occurred in the home compared to 42 out of 48 in 2002. Of the other 4 fatalities, 1 involved an outdoor situation, 3 involved other types of premises.

· In 2003, information was generally collected on the presence of smoke alarms in premises where fatalities occurred.  In 2003, 33 people died in fires involving 30 premises, and in 25 of these premises, smoke alarms were only known to be present and working in 2 cases only.  

· In 2003, 44% of the 34 fatalities were 65 years of age and over.  In this age category 40% were female ; 60% were male.

· In 2003, 18% of the 34 fatalities were aged between 25 and 44.  17% of the fatalities in this age category were female ; 84% were male.

· In 2003 the National Safety Council commissioned a fire safety research project which looked at contributory factors to fire fatalities in the years 2001 and 2002 with a view to targeting the fire prevention message (see www.nsc.ie for further details). 

General Statistics on Fire Fatalities

For the period 1994 to 2003, the following statistics are noted :

(
A total of 462 people died from fires (attended by fire brigades).

(
36% of the deaths occurred during the winter months (November to January) while 20% occurred during the summer months (May to July).

(
58% of the deaths occurred during the night-time period (after 8 p.m. and before 8 a.m.) while 42% occurred during the day-time period (after 8 a.m. and before 8 p.m.).

Other Statistics for 2002

Information provided by fire authorities indicate that in 2002 : 

· Fire brigades attended 53,428 incidents (excluding ambulance calls) (9% less than in 2001). 

· A total of 9,346 false alarm calls were received by fire authorities (representing 17% of incidents attended). 3,775 (40%) false alarm calls were malicious. It is a summary offence under Section 30 of the Fire Services Act, 1981 to knowingly give or cause to be given a false alarm to a fire brigade maintained by a fire authority. 
· Fire brigades attended 28,099 fires (14% less than in 2001).

· 9,467 fires were in domestic premises (including mobile homes and caravans) (14% less than in 2001).

· Of the 9,467 fires in domestic premises, 5,628 were chimney fires (20% less than in 2001).

· 2,590 fires attended by fire brigades were in non-domestic buildings (12% less than in 2001).

· Fire brigades attended 5,087 road traffic accidents.

· 1,197 inspections were undertaken by fire authority inspectors under section 13 of the Fire Services Act, 1981 relating to applications for planning permission.

· 5,014 inspections were undertaken by fire authority inspectors under section 24 of the Fire Services Act, 1981 relating to applications for liquor, dance and club licenses.

· 4,083 inspections of priority category buildings, including “during performance inspections”, were undertaken by fire authority inspectors under other sections of the Fire Services Act, 1981.

